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By David Sokol

ince the inaugriration of the Yale

Building Project tn lg6T,bolstered

by Samuel Mockbee's Rural Studio
work through the 1990s, design-build

r,vorkshops have flowered in universities

throughout the U.S. From the start, student-
run design-build conflated with community

action, and as a result these real-world class-
rooms have produced landmark examples

of socially responsible architecture. This

academic phenomenon continlles to achieve

practical solutions that inspire the design

comrnunity at iarge and produce yoLlng

activists as well as knowledgeable architects.

Recently, we invited several leading profes-

sors to join us in a telephone roundtable to

discuss the surging popularity of design-

br-rild studios, the challenges they still face,

arnd the impact of completed projects on

designers zrnd their clients. (Go to architec-

turalrecord.com for the unabbreviated text.)
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ARCHITECTURAL RECORDz Arc dcsirn-btr i ld studios

ftnre p]Pti(v tlnrt t'.Yer?

Steve Badanes: ' fhe studcnts at the Universit) ,  oi \ ' ! ' i rshingtorl

come here spccif lcal lv fbr the Neighborhood l)esign/Br.r i ld

Studio. That 's true tor a lot of othe r progfir t trs.

Adam Hopfner: That's lvhv I ,rl'ent tcr Yale, arrd it's rvhv a vast

n-r l ior i t l 'of the gradurrte stude l t ts come hcre tocla,v. Althouuh

design-bLri ld worl ishops have becn soing on fbr clccadcs, thcy are

now beconring recognized as great learning vchiclcs.

{  i " . i : \ : i

:J. t i \ l i  f , . i . I ! . \ i i r

! r t " ; ls- i : ! j

Hank Louis:  Our:s i r  probably thc most t lcdgl ing of  thc pro-

qr i lu ls reprcscrt ted at  th is rot :nt1t lLr lc,  Lr l r t  l 'nr  get t ing lvort l

t r -om studc-nts now th.r t  thel"rc comine t i r r  [ )esignStt i lc lRl-LIF]r
'l 'hlt worr ies Lrte, be cirLtsc lve drrn't lutve rotltt't lirr e verybody.

AR: -Srrrel , r . 'son tc st ! t i le1i ls i l rc Lt tore intr igte d l . ty duign-Ltui ld

t tnd ot l tcrs t t tLrra l t ) ,  t l rc sot ' in l  ct tgagLtt tet t .  LIon'  do yort  bulancc

their  ntet ls?

Badanes: - [ 'hcte i r lc  stLlr le l ts wh<t i t tc intereste d in thc social-

just ice issues anci  ut tderse rvecl  comtlr . t t r i t ics.  And t l tcn thcre's
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an i l rchi tcclute strLdent wl to $i i l l l ts  to hui ld : rnc1 becomr e bct tcr
t lcs igncr ' :  ' l  hcrc 's a hich level  of  f iustrat ion f i 'om krokinr:  t t  I
conlpLrtcr  scrcen aI  t lay

David Lewis: I:t irddition to students rr,anting kt britlge social
lcsponsibi l i r l 'and the tectonic.s of  archi tectrrre,  i r  nrLrrbeL c, f  mv
Parsons stLrdents have clonc inttrr-rships at larger firnrs rshcrc oftcn
the'v'r'e becn invoh.r'cl iu projects up to schemirtic design, lrirrticu-
lar-lv rvith firrns tloinq llrgc rvorks in r\sia and the \licldLe l-last; they
hirvc no sensc of horv things go together bccirusc it's nof {hcir
|csponsibi l i tv-  \ .Ve l ]ave sruLlents coul ing in wirh the expre r icnce of
cloing million-scluare-foot nralls, but they want ttr expreliencc tire
exact opposite a.s ir pedagogical challcnse to rhetnseh,es.

Andrew Freear:  Dcsign-bui ld also exposcs students to wolk ing

in tc i rnr-s and acccpt ing that they ma,v not be great at  e\ .ervthing.

Like nrost  prc l rp lc on this roundtablc,  I  * ,cnt  t l t ronsh i rn edtrca-
t ion that rvrrs cssent ia l ly  i l  s tar  svsLcln:  \btr  s i t  at  yotrr  c lesk ancl

vou're expectcd tr l  bc rvont ler f r r l  at  evervthins

Louis:  \ l t  s tudents cornc f i r r  thc hlnds-on exper ience But onrc
Lvc set to ll-rc Nlvajo reservation, the rvholc social asl)ect of if
bccomes very strong anci  thcrc 's i r  love af t ia i r  that  develops

betrveen thc Ntrvajo farni ly and thesc students.  Thcy contc b;rc l<
to renro( le l  i rar ts of  rhe house that t lon' t  seent to be working

AR: Do nuy of you tt'trtscittuslv tr)/ to dilfcrenLidte yotLl

tlcsi,pt-btrild strulio lront tlnst of yotrr cttller.gLes?

Lewis:  Wc rc.spond not to other design-bui ld progr. lnts bur to

Iocal  concl i t ions-thc constr i r ints,  obl igat ions,  possibi l i t ics,  arrd

opportr-rni l ies that  cxist ,  lncvi tablv you lcarn f ror l  thc other pfo-
qlills to fintl out wh::1 rvorks antl '"vhal hasn't. liut the ir.rtclnirl

logist ic.s of ,  sar. ,  t rv ing to bui i r l  in Nov \ i r rk Ci tv helps shape the
jdent i tv of  [he prograur.  Geogr lphv and i r rst i t r - r t ion proclairn the
cernc|tion nrolc thatr the comparirtir,c nre thrtcl.

Hopfner:- ib bui ld rn Neu, York or to bui . lc i  in thc Ci tv of
)Je rv Havcn is :nlrch clillerent irorr-r building in Hale Countv.

And a lot  o i  that  is  i ,vhat shapes [he prograr l r

AR: ilrrnk Lottis organized a pra.iect itt Aliira, ond L)nvid Len,is

Itas lel Par-;ons studettts to ueilte n pnrk poviliotr itt tlrc Catskilk

lorvtt ol Mor,4oren,iile, llew lirrk. I/-leograplry tutd institutiorr

shdltt' y11uv lg.5igrt-build progran r-s, r/oc-s tlnt idcntiqt shift when

votr rt,ttt k orlsii.c your typicnl plnces?

Louis:  Thc reason we h'ent to LJqandr is rhat a Uganclan coal i -

I ion car le to see oLlr  rvork and askecl  us to buik l  i r  c l in ic there.

Last .,'ear rr,e clidn't hirve ir sociirl cornpo:1e:tt kt onr rvork, because

rvc hird to br-r i ld rror:c studcnt housing on our l i t t le canrprrs i r r

Ilh.rff . I thousbt Uganda ryonicl bc ir grc{t way fo ir-rcorptlrate

the soci i l l  aspcct thnt  year.  I  th ink rve' l l  cont inuc to do that,

be c luse i t 's  so rernarkablc to wir tc l r  f  hc s l r .Lclcnts l i l l  in love with

rhc peoplc t l ' rcv ' rc helpirrg.

Badanes: All thcse prograrns are rooted in a place. I'r.e lreen ttr

Indir ,  Cuba, lv{exico,  \ t rmont,  doing rhis k ind of  stuf f :  You do a

frroject  and vou raise expeclat ious i rnd then votr  d isappear.  So
u'e stoppc'd doing i t .  I  th ink t l ' r is  idca of  th inking globat ly and

lc l ins local ly is at  the hcart  o i rvhat rvc do. \bu don' t  scc any of

these prosr;1ors going to New Orleans.

Dan Rockhi l l :  This year rve lcf t  horne ancl  rve nt  to
( i rccnsbtrrg,  Kansas (see stor) ' ,  page l3: l )  I t  could hrr ,e been

Llglrc ia.  ' l 'he torvn had been rv iped out by a tornaclo.
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AR:' l l r r ' ( i r rcrr .s l r r r t l  ptoj ; t t is t tpr t . l i t i t i i t ' t r ! i t l ,  i ,60() . i1711 r '1 i , r1r
ol l i t : t  r t t t t l  ,Jul lo r ,  nol  lo uk 'n! iL,n t l tc  l t r : t  [  [ ' , [ : [ )  l )h i ! i i t tu i i

bui . l t . l t t r , ;  i t t  t l t t  s tnte of  ( , I r . , r r . i .  [ ) r i l t ,  n, l t t  J i , l  yot t  L l t , f (1. . r i )  r !  r ' .?] ,
Lrp-t t t - { l re-r t t i i l t t t t 'pr t l i tb L-otr j . inLLl i t )1t  i t t to st t r , l io J l ) 'J i  1\ i i . .

I I t c rt' I it t t gsfu r t d i I t,: i I r t tl t I r t t 1,, r t t a t t r | | tt r i l I

Badanes: [ t  h.rs to c lo lv i l l r  t ] r t '  K;rrrsus r i  intcr  I

Rockhi l l :  \ \ re st i l l  i rozc our- t r r i ls  t r l l rn thc wiuch()rsc,  i r i i l

i t  rcal l i .  rvas fbr  t l rat  rc- . rson Stcvc r lcnt ions:  \Vc tool i  t l r ' r i r  . r

hLLi ld ing n()  nrot-c t ln i l  l5 r l l intr tcs i r i , . ' r r i  i roru thc school , , tnci  r rc

rccycl td i t  inkr prc l : rb r t r t r r lLr lcs thet  \vc c\  cntLr.r l I r  h l rLrql t t  to
( i r -ecnsLrurg I t  rvasn' t  p l t ikrsophrcal .  I  l rcsc l i ids l r i r rc nl .cr  I tat i

tht i r  h l : r t is  in Li) i tLrc lc,  nol  r l r iven ;r  n. t i l  I  hcy ntcr l  ! r  l t t r r  r  : rnre

of tha{ undcr thcir  bcl t  l rc l i rc t ; r l i ing i t  {Lr  l l re l r ' r t  lc \ .e l

Hopfner: ' l 'herc is i r  push i ) r '  pre f ; rbr icrr t ion . rnr i  t l ig iL;r l  l ibr ie l

t iou in gencr l r l  . r l  otrr  school  Sr. l  prr ior- to i r  \ i r lc  l lu i ld ing J i r r r j rcr

t ics iqn, ' ' rc iook al  ivhl l  is  possiblc rv i i ] t  oLrr  f  intc i r  l l t re rrrr t i  s t r r r

|or  t  ( ; ivcr)  thal  I  I r i rvc 60 I . rborcrs,  iL 's l rarr l r r  to iu i t i ; ,  i . i tc  lc i r t l

l i r tcs ol 'prc l i rbr ieut ion l i r r  lhc e nt i r t  th ing . \nd \ . i  \1 J {1r)  t l1 lo
i t lcnf  i l - r  connoncnls thrr t  nr iqht  bc rr ; rde c,r ' r  r r  t  l \ (  I  t ; r i l i ,
r r .hct l t t ' r  i l 's  r r  shir  1) l  I  cJbir t r ' l  f  icrc or rr  c l r r . lL l rns sr .stc i l  So

lhcte 's c lpostrra to i l  I  t lon' t  se c th is lccl tnolour us . r  t lu i rg. . , .  i r r r l

asjrrst  i rnothcr ' [o0l  rv i th i ts or! r r  oP|o1-1t I t i t ics l rDl i  l i t t r i i . lL i ! ) i rs.

AR: l i r i r .  t / rc Ort ' i ' t / re ' - / l l t in ' . ,  l ) ts i i4n/ l i t r i l r l  St t t r l io l t t t : , t  pt t l i t ic i t l

&)ntpot i t t r l  \ \ i l tu l 's  l l t t  ot  tgt t r  o- l ' l l r r r l l

Thomas Sutton: l )esign-bLr i ld is just  onc oi :  ntanr lh ings tc t lo

\ \ t ' i r iso r lo i lg i tpfops-r l f  t is t ic  instal lat ions that , r rc t is  iscr l  rv iLh

c()nrrr i l r i t ) ' lc i r ! lcrshi I  to r ' r i rLc i )c( l I lc  i r i r ; r i 'c  i . r1 rVhir l  l r t rppe nci l  i r i . r

p i r r t lcLr l i l r  s i te Ihe \ ' fc  l i l i .e lerrrning chvi .cs t ( ]  r i r ise r lLLc: ; i ions uboui

I t is t r l t l  anr l  ur-bun spacc- \ \ r . ' l t ]so t lo str l igh{ Lro i r ( lvoai tL lJ l i lnni l tq-

1t 's. t l l  t l t ' f r ' rnr int ' r l  br  thr 'corf  r r r t rn i lV at  th l l l  l r i i f  l i , 'u l i t r  i lJ l r i , )



A,R: lf'lrrrl otltt't task 1,c-sirlr.'.s r/t,.riSl ltuill .otrsunt(s ino5t
o[  ) ,our i intc ' l

Roekhi l l :  lor  LLs i t 's  L 'c.r l l r .  i i rud-r l is :nq.  \ , \ 'c ' rc nof s l rppor tet l  bv
ihc ul ' t ivcrs i f  r '  , , \s  . t  not- f i l r -prol l t  corporat ion,  thc bLrrdcn is or.r
us k)  f . l isc u 'hrr t t t 'cr  fur t r ls  l r ,c c i ln f ro l r  yci l r  to ) ,car 

' [ 'h i t t  con,
srnrcs : l  lo l  of  t i r lc ,  a l  lcasl  f i t r  studcnts,  r , r ,ho th int i  oI  thc studio
.rs ai l  r r i r i ]s  unr l  t rvo br,- t i rurs

Freear:  ( lur  str .Lci t -n l .s t r ' i rd i  t ional  lv  h;rve r  a isecl  pheuorrrcnal
nr i rLe r ia l  t lonir t ions,  brLt  bccaLrsc ol  t i rs pr iccs ani l  the ecol lomrc
iqueczc in thc pr lsf  r .crr ,  i t 's  bcconrc verv.c i i t l lcr-r l r_ \ \ , ,c arc corr
lcnlplxt inq corrrplctc lv t l i f tercnt  rp i r ro i rchcs to Projccts f i r r  the
next coiryr lc vcars s i lnplv t rcclrusc of  th;r t : ' l -he tax r . r . , r i tc-of t .s i rncl
rr iatcr ia l  t lonir l ions are l tot  going to bc therc

14&: l \ . ' l rat  l i t ( ' l to ld lot) ,  nt ly ict '  l t t t t f t l  1,otr .  g i f  e l l l  t / r r ; ,st ,yr1ir l1 ' . .s,r1.q
w'Ir t :  t I re ' iorr .s i , l i , r ' l l= sturt in{  t l t t i t  Lt t t , r t  dcsi In-bt t i I r I  sI t t t l ios,
I s lt( a i (1 I | ) i it tt t t t'co t t t, t t t i t- tl tt v r t l t t r u ?

Badan€s: lhcv r t l rvar.s th i r r l i  thcv s l roLr ld start  rv i t l r  sonrct l l ins
() i l  c i lmpl \ ,  r rnci  thet 's r i l jcn rr  l - : t . l  ide.r  \ , lv  advicc is to sr . r r  L
rv i th sornct l r inu sural l ,  out  i r r  l l rc conrntLrni tv - l 'hc bigecst

1-.rohlcr : r  is  th l r  fhcLr l tv;rr ld stut lcnls st l i r l  t le\v pl  ogrants th i l t l i -
ing Lhcv cl r r r  r lo laruc p:-ol( 'c is f r rstet  unr l  chcapcr thun i :
l  te l is t icrr l i r ,  po.s. : ib lc.

Rockhi l l :  I  t lnr i  thrr t  pcofr lc tcn( l  to overthiuk thc contple x i tv
rr i - thc issLrcs i i r  f rorr t  of  thcnr - l  hut  tcr-r l  to nlcct  rv i t l r  cvcrr todv
()n L.Ini)r-ls Jn(i lict r'\,cf yl)ot[ invoivctl, trntl thrrt's a surcflrc rvil\,
k ;  d l - r rx,sor lcthi : r {  or i t  l i r r  e tc i  n i t r , .  I  te lL thcnt l t r  iLr .sL ckr i l

AR:,{r1r l ; r , , ' \ r r r l rcrr i  i t t r i l  I  ) t t t ,  t  o t i  t , t '  t t l l  i t i l tcr i I  L:d yort t

f , ( lgr i? i  / r -s l  lotv I t t t t 'c  rou r l t t i l l  wi t l t  l l t t i l  l ' .gLt t 'y ,  or  s l t r tpt ' l
l l r t :st  s! t t r t io:  i r t  t ' t t tn intr t ' ] t i

:
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Hopfner: This is lry sccond vcar dirccting the lhlc Building
Project. I tike the stance very strongly tl'rat I do not haye aLlthor-
si-rip. I think there's a cllnger in that, lncl I'm celtain\'not
teaching to get nl), aesthctic agcndir acrcss

I have tr iecl to mal<e hor,rsing issues ir  l i t t le nrore clrr-
rent, ancl to that encl rye've Lreert lvor l<ing rvith an organizatiolr
called Colnlnon (irouncl, a nonprofit to encl homclessr-rcss, since
last year. We iound thirt veterans marke up 28 percent of all home-
less, ancl that people ale coming home from these conflicrs'ivith
hugc emotional disordcrs. Wc've identified fen.rlc veterans as
thc group in ncecl of housing. We did rr lot of rcscarch into the
psychology antl brought these social issues to the fore to see
how that woLrld affcct the clesign posit ion. The sc-co:td thing
I've tried to clo is make rnore explicit the plocess as opposecl t<;
the prodtrct-the constrirints of sitc, zoning, budgct, time, and
environrrrent that real ly come to bezrr on a project

Lewis: ()nc thing that I  think is real ly cr i t ical is, o'e.n rhoueh i f 's
clesign-bLri ld by stuclents, the clesign absoluteh'has to be of the
highcsf mark of cxcel lcnce The stucicnts havc ntorc t ime than
irn irrc[r j tecture f irrn cirr-r give to this ploject, so t lre resr-r] ts slrould
cxceed what protcssionals should be irble to do. Instead ofjust
learning horv to rvork nraterials, this is arn opportunity vor.r
won't have whcn you go out into the plofc'ssion. It's somcthing
I 've inhcri ted, and I think i t 's cr i t ical to maintain that ptrsit ion,

especial lv rvi th the cl ient

Freear: Frorrr rny poiut of view, rvhen Mockbee droppred clead,
it was simply l case otkeeping Llfr. It never h:rs been a deliberate
"I've got to establish my o$'n srvle." I hope rvhat I har.e tried
to cio is protcct thc luxury of tine: The Rural Studio has e hr,rgc
luxury of l inre over a lot of these other programs. Ir i t th-year stu-
dents, fbr examplc, are hcre tcchnicrl lv fbr nine months, though

thcy stay l:pwards of a yerrr afterward to finish their projects on

their own tirne and dollar. I get a lot of grief lrorn the univcrsitv

fbr allorving that to happen. But it's about raising the stanclarrls,

thc craft, thc lcvel of dctiril ancl the quirlitl '-it 's about bc-irrg

more rigorous. I don't really aprologize for any of it. -l 'here are few

prl i rces rv l tere vou do sornething because yol l  want to do i t  and

yolr lvtnt to do it right. i 'm tr,ving to be fiercely protective of that

opportLinity) and to harve stlLdents understand horv long it takes

and how dilficult it is to do somethinq well.

ARz Whnt lotrg-fertrt eJfects have Stp117 lls5ign-ltuilLl progrttns

nrro u ght on t lt t' i r tt nt nt u n iti cs?

Louis:  Whrrt  I 've found, especial ly wi th rhe [ tosie foe 1l()usr ' ,  is

that it affordeci her thc opportunity to go back to weaving rugs,

which norv command as much as $10,000. PrevioLrsly,  she l ' rad

to givc up thc loom to be a rcceptionist at lvlotcl 6 or rvaitrcss

somcwhere c-Lsc'

Badanes: l t 's  thc 'studcnts who rcal ly fecl  the long-te rnr cf fects.

Our goal is to deflect them fiorr-r finishi:rg architecture school and

trking their portfolio to an office and getting a iob. \\'e're tryirlg t(,

create a dill€rent kind of architect. Our most successful people

havc bccomc norrprofit housing dcvclopcrs, rlevelopcrs ol'com-

niunity gardens, and ir lot of thern have gone into design-build,

rvhich fron-r my e-rperience is a bit rnore satisfying than the office

alte rnative, cspecially as things becorne more ilutonlated. Wc teirch

hui ld ing i rnd pr i lc t ical  th i r rgs,  br . r t  the real  lessons i l re pelseverance

and self-motivation, teamwork, and comnrunity service. Itt a big

agenda. I think that's where we crr:-r rlake ar real difference .

Dutton: i 'hat 's one of  the th ings I 've learnet l  f ron-r  Steve

I ladarnes We'fe not just  t ry ing to help r  conrmunitv,  but  \vc ' re

l ( j r l , !  \ / r / r i l (1rrrr , .1 /1, . , , , , i  !25
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l i l r i tq l t ) . lc({) l ' rstrU. i  $ iL l ( i , ' t rLs 'pI i ! i lc lc \ \ 'c ' re l r r  ing t .  qr t

l l r i r l  i r )  l ; , - ' l rct ie ' l  c t i i rcns,  i )c i i rT.()nt i | i l l t i t r . . r t lvoc;r l . 's . . t r r t t  iL,
l r j r t i r r . r i ln! l  i l t t  ccnrI i i . l i t l  r t l - r r rbrrn ut l ; rs \ \c 'c l  l i l ic  11,  in.r t i iLL,
Li t l i l r l l izc oLt is! ' l \e. ,  a\al t  l t ( ) l - t  i l t t ( )  i ] tx i , , ( ) l111LlJt i l \ -qa\ctol i
jLrb- l I r l  j r l i r l :  I i ( )Sl tnr5,  i lc t  h i :h sclr0OI int lustr i i l l ,c( l !c. l t  jLJi t

i i i i i . ;  inr , r l ic t l  11: ig l l  i15-.1,  t l t , r t  t l rc c.^ l l t r f  i i  nol  onl i  i r  s i l t , , f
s i r , r ( l . t i t i  ; jnr l  l i tarr i l \  l r , t r  t t i i rg Lrul  eonl t r r r r t i t r  lc . l -n in! ,  l rs rrr l l
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