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t  i ts basic lcvcl,  a housc

comprises n'alls Jb rned

inlo roons toppcd bv a

roof. IJLrI factor people inlo the eq;a-

t ion, including those rvho dcsign ancl

bui ld thc drvel l ing, ancl t i te l touse

clevelops a beating heart that trarr-

scends mcre blt icprln[s and mortar
' lhis is the prcmise behincl

I)csignlSuildllLLiFF, an alvard-',rin

ninq eclucat. ionnl plograrl  avl i luble

to f irst-1car ql 'etdualc slLrclenf.s in

{[rr.  t l r iversiLi 'oJ f tahs Ciol leqc o1'

Alchitccl-ure + Planning. 11-rc responsi,

b i l i t l  o{  an archi tcct ,  according lo thc

rnission sl i r tc l l lenl  o l ' lhc proqr l r rn.  is

"to real ize architccture that nrrrturcs

thc spir i t  and improvcs thc l i r  es ol 'al l

,"vl-ro cxpelience it]'
' l t r  achicvr l t is goal.

l)esienl iui lcl  I l i .Ul i l  transpl lnLs

strLclents to t l-rc Navajo Nation

borclcr ine the small  torvn of IJluff ' ,  i rr

souLheastelrr LJt irh, a place t lrat- f larrk

Louis tr ' I , , \rch'87, adj unc t assistanl

plo{bssor aurl  cl i rcclor of l-hc plocrarrr.

describcs as "a'Ihircj  lV'or ' ld counlr l .  on

ihei l  back clou rstep." ' lhcr-e, strrclc'nls

prul into practice r,r ' l -rat Lher,havc

lealncd in Lhe classrcom bv impk:-

nlenhnq the ir clesign u,ttrk, arssislinq

rvi lh planning ancl zonir-rg, lcarning

about conslrucl ian site sal 'elv, and

rvorkinq ivl l , l l  comlr utr i t .y agcncics

and privaLe cionors. Since i ls incep-

t ion. rvhich grL'w out of the Design

+ []Lri ld Sttrcl io, [hc prouram has

desiqrrerl  ancl bLri l l  fbur sLrstainarblc

hr.rrres f ir l  Navajo {arni l ies. IJccur-rsc of

the populari ty of 1he proqrirnt,  inslci tcl

of bui lcl ing ar honre this vear. stuclents

rvi l l  expand the on-site faci l i tv to

incluclc cnlarged clormitorics, a shop.

ancl a ple-firb builcling.

\\ '  hi le I)csigrrBuitcl I l  LtI f ' |  l i rc 'rrscs

on home bui tc l ing on u rcscrvat ion in

the arid. sascbrush-anrl-p ir i  on-c1ottcrI

Four Clorners lcgion, t l rc seccls of ' thc

pfogfi lnr rr,ere planfed t.horrsarrds o{

nri les aival ' ,  iu hLrnricl ,  krrr lzir-covererl

.\labama.

In the Beginning

Hirnk Louis pursuctl  architcc-

turc at the U ir l tcl  l iv ing in t l te junglc

of Costa Ilicir, w'hc.r'c hc clcsigneci

ancl bLri l l .  his orvn houre , I lut r ;ncc

l 're graduated in l9[ i7. i t  u'asn't  long

bcl i r re hc [ rct  arnc c l is i l lusionccl ,

harborinq a f 'ccl ing rr l  disconnercl rvl f l r

t l re bLr i lc l ing process. ln l i re nr ic[-  ]99()s.

he l lccanrc invarc ol Santuel i \krcl ibee's

l lLlral Stucl io al Auburn L. iniversitr ' ,

rvhicl-r ruould changc t.hc' clirection of

his tareer ani l  his ircaclcmic or,rt look

frl rcle'r'.
" l  } lockbccl lracl studcnt s

dcsigning ar-rcl bui lding cltari tv hor.nes

fbr pcoplc in [ ' lalc Cor,rntr '  lAlabanra.

onc of  the poorest  a lcas in the

corurtrr ' ]  i '  Lorr is cxplains. " I  t l -rotrql-rt

tr ,htrt  thci t t .crc ckrir tq was t 'eiLlh,

lcnralkablc a nci bt, irrrt i  f i r l  "

I .ouis v is i tcr l  t r lockl tec in r \ labanra.

ard laler ir-rvi led hinr to

thc U to share the r, ision

ol such a progrirnr rr, i th

Unir,elsi[r ol]ir:ials. l]ut

cr.cu rvi lh l ! is corrbined

enthusiasm, Lotr is

init ial lv i i runcl thc drral a

hard scl l . ' Ihanl<s to his

po\vers of pelsttasion ancl

pe lsistence. his effbrts

l inal lv paicl off ,  and the

)esign * I l rr i ld S|rrcl icr

\ \ 'as b()r 'r '1. ' lhat i  rvhe n

lu problem in Park Citv

t i l rnccl inl0 opporlunit) '

for  l ,or : is  and his st .udents

r\ l ihough knorvn

tor i ls  surnrncr o1)cn-oir '

ltlu st c,

by 1999

the torvrr

ol l )al l i  Ci lr

rvas qlappl inu rvi lh

cornplaint .s l rom some

rcsic lents about the noise

qencratcd by the conccrfs,  l ,ouis.

r.hose architccLural f i  rnr, ( i igaplcx.

is locatccl lhcrc. ,r ,r .as approachcd

about [ ru ik lnq bancls l  lnds l .hat  w oulc l

di lc:ct the noisc alvay lrom rcsiclcn-

t ial  ar-c,as. He lr,rrrrcd thc projccl or,cr '

Io his students to ck:sign ancl bLri lcl

a banclslarcl lhal tvoulcl e f  f i 'ct ivelv

rcdirecl the sotrnd r.r 'hi le at the'sarne

l iurc re f lcct  thc nining historv of  t l ic

reqion. ' lherir srrccess n' i th this chal-

lcnsc cve nluul ly lecl to thc stuel io's

construction ol ihc Urban ' i ' reclousc.

iLr-r oul-cloor-cl lrssloom locatccl at thc

[.olr 'cl ]  I lcnnion Community Scr-r. ice

Clcntcr ' .s l lcncl i  n-the-Rivcr pr 'ojcct

next to thc f oldan l l ivel in Salt l ,akc

Citt', ancl the n to lhc first hornc for thc

I)esign 13uild StLrdio: thc Kunqa lJorsc.

t l rc f i rst  perrni t ted s l rarv bale l ronte to

bc bui l t  in thc c i tv.

fhe awarcj wtnninal lJo,sreJoe t l , t t tse in Bl i , t f ,  l ) tah ,1es;.xr-,ceJ

0ncl built b;i U of U gro'1lr-.ric stiiden t5 in ar:hrtt:tit.i'e

summer i ) l i  t  - r  11 ' ,1, :  r r^ 25



:isi:

Wil.h the hclp of thc Comurunit\ .

l )cvclopment Corporation (CI)C),

w.hich ptrrchasecl the lar-rd, I-ouis and

his gracluate studenls designed and

br-r i l t  fhe f ive-bedroom horne for a

nine-rnember Tibetan refugee lamily in

2002. \ , \brking on a tradit ional studio

schcclLrle, three hours a dat, threc days

ar rr.eek. the project took l5 months.

With a tot.r l  oi  two hours spent each

clay to set np and f.e ar clomr, the

schcclulc rcsul led in only thrcc hours

of irctual conslruct ion work each week.
"l  ci id that bv designj 'explains Louis.
"I to shorvi that lhal rvasn't  going to

t 'olk. lVe neecled imrrrersionI '

Going South

AlthoLrgh the Kunga Hor-lse projccl

took longer than expected, lhe results

lvere successlul and evcntual lv led

l,ouis lo Bluff.

" l l ' "vas scrcltdipitous; '  says

I-ouis of the decisior-r to hcad sout,h.

Prcviousl l ' ,  r ,r .hi lc se rving as t l-re

chairman of the Utah I Iuuranit ies

Counci l ,  I-ouis had attendecl nn

t:rnual reh'eal in Blnfl. \,Vhat he saw

conrrincecl him |hat he had foLrncl a

horne lbr his project.
"l r.,'antecl to be far enoug:t arvav

so thnt. t l -rc s[uclents coulcJn't .  run l ]omc

everv nighti '  he expl ir ir-rs. "Second.

I l ] luff l  hud a year-r 'ound bLri lcl ing

season, ar-rcl third, the land was avai l-

ablcl ' r \nother benefi t ,  he explains, is

the lack ol 'a lbrmal bui lcl ing dcpart-

mcnt ()n the Natvajo reservatior.r.

al lowing the students

lc experinrenl rvi th

r .ar iorrs bui ld ing

clesiqns ancl processes,

yet u.ithout r.'iolating

cocle isslres, '\,Ve are

able to mess alound

and nol haye an

inspe clrrr looking ovel'

our shoulder every

othcr dav, '

In 2002-03, l-ouis'

gradr-rate studetrts' project bcgan rvith
"Strrdio Sqrrared. '  a rnobi le apart lnent-

n,olkspace that lr .as constructcd

in a LI of U carnpus palking lot

and then rnoved lo I l lLrft ,  wherc lrc

also prrrchasecl tr builcling fonrrerlv

owncd b! polygamists (" l t  had lots

of bedroorns," hc notes) lo serve as a

clormitorv fbt '  students.

"Peoplc hacl nr,r ntonev, btr l  l .hcv

hacl lancl j '  savs Louis of thc de ci-

sion [o approach men-rbers of t .he

Navajo Nation zrbout the possibit i ty of

bui lding homcs for them. "We thought

rnaybe it n'oLrld work thal n av [on the

reservati<ln l . '

N{aking lhe move to SanJr-ran

County provi( lcd rnorc than just

an opportunity fbr [,or-ris' gritcluirte

studcnts to bui ld homes [br deselying

lhrni l ies; i l  also proviclecl lhem u.i th a

socioeconomic ancl cultural experi-

ence Ihal could take place only in the

fielcl.

Tbc schedule set up that f i rst

vear has continuccl rnuch the sume

in the vears sincc. Durir-rg

Firll Scmester, the firsl-year

graduate sLudcnls ntakc

t l r ree t  r ips Io I  l re l t 'scrr  a-

t ion, l . ,4rere t.hey interview

prospeclivc far.n ilies ancl

rveiqh the pros and cons of

bLri lding a home basecl on local. ion, the

lhnri lv 's nceds, and avai lable resources.

Once a f'amily ancl a sitc ale sclected,

thc studcnts then design l l le hornc

belbre rnovinq to Bluffthe lol lorvinq

January to begin lhe conslruct ion

phasc. Thc studcnts then lr.ork on

:r three-lveek rola[ ion: frvo tveeks

on-site, one r,veek off.  ' lhe scl-redrr le is

intense" alrd studcnts arc e-rpccled

lo keep rrp u,ilh lheir bookrvork

iuld prcparc fbr exams r.r4rilc transi-

t ioning back and lbrth to Salt Lake

Citv. But rvhen stuclents are asked

thei l  thouglrts on the pro{r lr tr .  their

response is ovenr.helminelv posit  ive.

People Wi l lTalk

NliLch NlcCurnb l ls '03 NIArch'05

n orked on fhe firsl DcsignlJlrildlll-UIrF

project, l inorvn ns the RosieJoe Huuse

aftcr the woman lor n'hom it  lvas br-r i l t ,

during his I'irst vear of qraclual-e school

in 2001J-04.

"[1irc program] hacl an ahnost

progressive qualiq'about i t l '  he rccal ls.
"l{ank w'as offering an education awav

lrorr the school, Lhe abi l i tv to leave the

Ll ancl get educaled out ofthe classroom.

f lhat] real lv inte resLecl a lot of usl '

I t  \vasn't  just the opportLrnitv 1br

hands-on e-xperience that intr ieued

i\ lcClomb, but also the charrce to use

architccttrrc to sen'e others. r\ f ter-



gladlrat ion, he rvorked rvith l lank Louis

in his Park City architectural f i rm, but

his experience with DesienBuildBLLIFF

continued to have a profound hold

on him. McComb eventual lv took on

a supervisory rolc in thc program,

o\.erseeing the str-Ldents and acl ing as

a l iaison bctrveen Louis and the on-sitc

gencral contractor, Alier nronths of

clr ivine back and fbrlh irehvee n 3lLrff

and Salt Lake CiQ: r\lcCornb chose t()

relocate to llluft, rvl.terc hc norv resides.
" l 've considered myself a faci l i -

Lator, 'he savs. " ' [hings are on the r ight

track. Har.'ing lived don n hcre, I norv

have my or,r'n inLerests in lhe commtr-

nilv l'ou clo star| to make fi'iencls.

I t  is good Itbr the prosraml lo ]rave

son.leonc dou,n here lvho has that

conslant contactl '

Camil lc Coons HBS'06. r,vho is just

f inishing her seconcl veal ofgracluale

school, part icipated in the BeniLl lv

House project last year.

" l t  rvas rcal ly one ofthc best cxpc-

riences o1'rny life, o1'rriy educalio:ral

career." she says- "Il was a great oppor-

tunity to use all r've hacl learnecl in Lhe

classroom, designing n house for this

Navajo couple in needJ'

While Coons recognizes the value of

book learning otTered in the classroom,

alter spending a year in tl're program, she

maintains t lrat no one can t 'cal iv knorv

horv to bui lcl  a house unti l  "you gel your

hancls in thc coucrete. lbu leam so rnuclt

from both sides, 'she says. "IL was an al l-

encompasslng, arnazing experie:rcel'

Benefi ts and Challenges

For al l  the phi lar.rthropic aspects of

i)esignBuildllLUFF, Louis f'eels that the

wav in n.hich thc prograrn affccts ancl

lransfbrrrs the stLrdcnts is of eqLral

importance. With onlv f ir ,c perccnf. of

archiLec[urc grad r-rates becoming what

he te rrns "starchitec:s, '{ .hc prouram

olfers participal,ing shrdents a richer

ilncl

lnore

rvell-

rounded

expenencc

on thc rvhole.

l ,ouis feels t l ' rat the

greartest benefi t  of the progratn is '"the

relat ionship rvith the students after

l iving with them-seeing thcrl  changc,

seeing the ftrrnilie s cl'rangc, se eing f.hem

gett ing thcir  houscs, sccing thcir  a l t i -

t udes chanqe. 'lhnt'.s whr, I t'eel it is such

a v:rluablc pro)ect filr lJre schooll'

Accorcling Lo NlcCon:b, "lt is a

great benefi t  b the people rvho rcceiv<:

a house, but the prograln is herc fr;r lhe

studen tsl '

Louis'eftbrts have lr lso becn

noticed by lhe r\rnericzrn Inst i t tr te of

Architects Utah {AlA LItah). rvhich

has ar,vardec'l the project rvith various

honors: ' Ihc Rosie.f oc Housc u'on ir

merit awarcl in the 200;l AIA Lltah

dcsign compcti t ion and an awarcl

from the AIA lVestcrn t-krurrrarn

Region rhe fol lowing,vear. ' lhe subse-

ql lenl Slvcet Carol ine House rvort

the Peoplc's Choice Arvard f iorn AIA

Utah and honorablc lrrenLion in the

Associat ion oi Collegiate Schools of

Architecture s 2005-06 student desisn

competition. l'et, even rvith all thc

bcncfits and accolacles, there nre also

challenges: Funding is near the top o1'

the l ist.  Financial bacl i ing for '  lhc I losie

Joe Horrse was, says Louis, "cobbled

together,' rvith funds corninq f rorn

friends ancl family, "qreen-conscious"

manufacturers, and even credit cetrcl

advances. Fortur.ratell', thc followin g

year, the program receirred a one-tirne

threc-year glant of $76,000 pcr-ycar

[r-om the CDC to covel the hones bui l l

in 2005. 2006. ancl 2007.

s
$is

The 2008 rcarn af DesignBuildBLUFF stuclents breaking groLtnd for srudenr hou<ing
an1 a vnorKsnop
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lVith no funding for a 2007-08

project, though, the focus o[this year's

work changed: No families were inter-

viewed, and no home was bu.ilt. Besides

expanding Bluff facilities for future

students, the work has been all aboul
'grant writing, and sendinq out tons of

letters of inquiry, targeting everybodyi'

says Karena Rogers, director ofdevel-

opmenl and public relations for the

program.'Ihose efforts have brought

in tens of thousands of dollars from a

variety of donors.'Ihe funds received

for the current proiect are even more

significant because no home is being built.

this year. Yet, notes Rogers, these donors
"realize it's more of a big picture thingl'

With an expanded on-site campus in Bluff,

she savs, the program rnighL even be able

to build two houses in 2009. In addition

to the Ilurry ofgrant rvriling, program

administratols are putting on "road

shows" seeking sponsorship and volun-

teers from national architectural firms.

But keeping the bank accounls

luli is only one of the challenges. Louis'

greater concern goes back to the main

focus of the program: the students, and

helping them attain the course work and

the experience they need to graduate.
"The biggest challenge is really

trying to get it all worked out credit-lvise

at the schoolj'he savs. lf student.s

spend a year involved wifh the

DesignBuildBLUFF program, he

erplains, that leaves only one more

year to finish up other coursework,

a schedule that other schools may

see as a theoretical disadvantage.

"We're trying to grow this thing in

the right wayJ'he says.

In the nrean-

time, Louis, who

feels he learns more than his students, is

committed heart and soul to the design/

build process, and even spent several rveeks

in Uganda in late 2007 scoping out poten-

tial humanitarian projects in that counlry.
"I think the reason I say that [1 am

the greatest studentl is that I'm a big

proponent of lifelong learningi' says Louis.
"The whole program is designed to set

sbudents up for a lifetime of learningl'

"l truly believe that," adds McComb.

"The beauty ofHankk approach ls that

the students are aliowed to explore and

learn w'hat they want to explore and

learn. Each student, and each group,

cornes away lr.ith something different j' U

Janine 5imons Creager ts a freelance writer

bcsed in Farminaton. Utah


